Staging for Limited Disease SCLC and impact of PET/CT
Descriptor: 
To assess if all patients with limited disease small cell lung cancer were staged with brain imaging.
Background: 
Small cell lung cancer is an aggressive malignancy but if treated with chemotherapy and radiotherapy at the limited disease (LD) stage can be cured (1). NICE advocates staging with brain imaging, and alludes to a PET/CT scan for radical lung therapy (2). In contrast to NSCLC (3 ) the impact of PET/CT staging has not been clearly defined ( 4). We have local guidelines that recommend brain imaging and PET/CT for LD SCLC. 
The Cycle
The standard: 
All patients with LD SCLC should be appropriately staged with brain imaging.
Target: 
Brain staging for those given radical lung radiotherapy 100%. PET /CT staging considered in 100%
Assess local practice
Indicators: 
Brain staging for those given radical lung radiotherapy 100%. PET /CT staging 100%
Data items to be collected: 
Search local database of all patients treated within radical lung radiotherapy during a certain time frame to determine the number of LD SCLC patients staged with a PET/CT scan and their outcomes.
Additional data was should be acquired on whether a patient needed to be treated with urgent / emergency chemotherapy (for conditions such as SVCO) which may have prevented them accessing a PET/CT scan.
Suggested number: 
50 patients
Suggestions for change if target not met: 
Feed back to MDMs and clinicians about staging guidelines for brain imaging. In an era of constraints on PET/CT imaging PET/CT scanning should not be viewed as compulsory.
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